
WASATCH COUNTY
RESOLUTION NO. 22-09

A RESOLUTION SUBMITTING COMMENTS TO UDOT ON THE HEBER VALLEY 
CORIDOR EIS DRAFT ALTERNATIVE DEVELOPMENT SCREENING REPORT

WHEREAS, the Wasatch County supports the design and construction of road improvements to 
reduce traffic congestion on U.S. 40 in Heber City; and,

WHEREAS, the Wasatch County Council desires to raise public awareness of options being 
explored by UDOT; and, 

WHEREAS, the Wasatch County Council desires to submit an official comment during the 
current comment period on the selection process of alternatives; and, 

WHEREAS, Wasatch County Council is united in its concern about factors related to three of 
the options advancing through the screening process; and, 

NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED by the Wasatch County Council as 
follows:

The Wasatch County Council submits the attached document (exhibit A) as an official comment 
to UDOT on the Heber Valley Corridor Environmental Impact Statement.

APPROVED and PASSED this ______ day of ___________________, 2022.

Attest: WASATCH COUNTY COUNCIL:

_______________________________ __________________________________
Joey Granger Mark Nelson, Chair
Wasatch County Clerk / Auditor Wasatch County Council

         VOTE

Mark Nelson, Chair _____          
Kendall Crittenden _____
Steve Farrell _____
Jeff Wade _____
Danny Goode _____
Marilyn Crittenden _____
Spencer Park  _____



EXHIBIT A
 

Section I: Heber Valley Corridor EIS Draft Alternatives Development and Screening 
Report Feedback

1. Included in the criteria for the report are the following two directives:
a.  Clean Water Act:

i. Wasatch County Feels that the North Fields, specifically the Provo River corridor, 
qualify as a special aquatic site under the clean water Act.

ii. Option WA1 would significantly impact the water flow of properties located on 
the south and east of the route and affect historic flows into the special aquatic 
site.

iii. Because option WB3 and WB4  discharge into this special aquatic site, both 
options should account for this adverse impact.

b. Department of Transportation Section 4(f):
i. Wasatch County Feels that the North Fields qualifies as a Historic site of 

significant value and as such WB3 and WB4 adversely impact this site.
ii. The North Fields qualifies for this designation under the grounds that it 

represents broad patterns of Wasatch County’s agricultural heritage and rural 
character; properties included in the north fields include those of locally 
significant historical persons; and the North Fields represents a collectively 
distinguishable entity valued by the public as being of locally significant 
historical value.

Section II: Wasatch County and Heber City General Plans Protections on the North Fields

1. Wasatch County feels that the value the community places on the North Fields and the impacts 
to that area were not adequately considered in the selection of options WB3 and WB4. Public 
statements and official documents on the importance of this area are as follows:

a. In the Heber City General Plan:
i. “Preserve the beautiful open lands that surround us” (pg. 5). 

ii. Heber shows future land use in the north fields (pg. 18) and shows the north 
fields as part of the city.  The zoning is AP (Agricultural Preservation).

iii. “Heber actively works with neighboring communities and the County on 
strategies to implement the permanent protection of farmlands, natural open 
spaces and rural character to maintain distinct separation between 
communities”. (GP, Ch. 6 pg. 49)

iv. “Maintain open space between Heber and surrounding communities”. It is the 
second most important feature that defines “small town” for Heber residents 
(according to a recent survey completed as a part of the City’s visioning 
process).  Residents want to preserve larger open spaces that provide a rural 
feel and promote a distinct identity for each community in the Heber Valley.  
(GP, Ch. 6, pg. 50)

v.  Promote a Countywide effort to retain the open spaces between communities 
through such techniques as clustering and agricultural 20-acre lot zoning. (GP 
Ch. 6, Pg. 51)

vi. Consider bonding as an important open space preservation strategy. (GP. Pg. 
76)



vii. Partner with non-profits, such as Utah Open Lands to preserve open space. (GP. 
Pg. 76)  

viii. Envision Heber City 2050 “Big Ideas”.  The number 1 big idea was; “preservation 
of Open space/rural preservation”. (GP. Pg. 187)

ix. Envision Heber City 2050 “Big Ideas”.  Number 6 big idea was: Small town 
character by separating towns with open space. (GP. Pg. 199)

x. Preferred approach to conserving the North Fields? Almost half want to 
permanently protect the North Fields by purchasing land or development rights, 
and there’s a lot of support for maintaining 20-acre zoning. (GP. Pg. 13) 

xi. Heber currently enjoys highly visible open spaces. The North Fields provide a 
strong rural feel when coupled with the mountainside on the east side of US 40. 
(GP. Pg. 49)

b. In the Wasatch County General Plan
i. A major impact to the green belt area between Heber City and Midway will be 

the construction of the Heber City truck route which would allow trucks to 
bypass Heber City’s Main Street. Care must be taken to see that this road is 
constructed as close to Heber City as possible. (GP. Ch. 4. Pg. 167)

ii. 9.1.1 POLICY: Establish the alignment of the Heber City bypass route and oppose 
proposals that encourage incompatible development within the corridor. (Ch.3, 
Pg. 6). The alignment was adopted and made part of the GP. 

iii. GOAL: Protect the rural agricultural economy of the County by establishing 
agricultural operations as a priority use of the land, protect existing and future 
agricultural operations, and encourage farmers and ranchers to stay on the 
land. 

iv. Both Heber City and Wasatch County have passed resolutions of support (2007-
05 and 06-04 respectively) for the bypass and the bypass alignment shown on 
Maps 32 and 20A.

v. 1.1.1 POLICY: Preserve a greenbelt between Heber City and Midway to maintain 
the agricultural heritage of the area.

vi. The County should adopt a general sales tax and/or bonding as a way to fund 
the purchase of development rights or the fee title to land that has been 
identified as having a public benefit as open space. (Ch. 6 GP)

vii. The Central Planning Area (North Fields) is highly prized by many local residents 
of Heber Valley as open space. This area’s scenic value contributes significantly 
to the real value of all land within the Heber Valley area. Therefore, the 
following strategies should assist the county in preserving some of this area as 
open space at the same time providing property owners with a reasonable value 
for the removal of development rights from their property. (GP. Ch. 4, Pg. 167)

viii. Land within the Central Planning Area has been identified as having a public 
benefit as open space. In this area while development may occur at the 
underlying zone of one unit per 20 acres if a suitable area can be identified, an 
increase in transferable density credit for

ix. he is area should be allowed. (GP. Ch. 4, Pg. 167)
x. The County should adopt a general sales tax and/or bonding as an additional 

ways to fund the purchase of development rights and/or fee title to land 
identified as having a public benefit as open space. (GP. Ch. 4, Pg. 167)



xi. The preservation of open space in the Central Planning Area will also provide for 
a desired green belt separation between Heber City and Midway. The 
Development code should ensure that any development along SR 113 is set well 
back from the road and the rural character along this road is maintained. (GP. 
Ch. 4, Pg. 167) 

xii. The Soil Survey of the Heber Valley Area further identifies that many of the soils 
shown on Map 24 have severe limitations for roads, foundations for dwellings 
and septic tank absorption field. These severe conditions are a result of the high 
ground water table and high potential for frost action. While these limitations 
may be overcome with proper engineering, the cost is considerably higher and 
should be considered when it comes to the maintenance and operation of a 
public infrastructure. (GP, Ch. 4, Pg. 153)

xiii. The physical constraints of the Central Planning (North Fields) Area by 
themselves will likely ensure that the historical land use pattern for this 
planning area will largely be maintained. Therefore, as a matter of public policy, 
the Central Planning Area is to be maintained in its historical land use pattern of 
open meadows, and river and small stream riparian habitat. The use of this area 
for housing and other types of development is discouraged due to the physical 
constraints and the higher costs of providing governmental services. GP. Ch. 4, 
Pg. 167)

xiv. Land within the Central Planning Area (North Fields) has been identified as 
having a public benefit as open space. In this area while development may occur 
at the underlying zone of one unit per 20 acres if a suitable area can be 
identified, an increase in transferable density credit for he is area should be 
allowed. (GP. Ch. 4. Pg. 167)



Heber City General Plan cover 

Wasatch County Vision, Purpose, and Values



Wasatch County General Plan map 32 



Wasatch County General Plan map 20



Heber City General Plan presentation 










